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Taiwan Announces it Will Not Impose Trade Restrictions 
Following Atypical BSE Case in Florida 

On August 29, Taiwan’s Food and Drug Administration (TFDA) publicly 

announced it will not impose additional trade restrictions on U.S. beef 

imports following the detection of atypical BSE in a six-year-old cow in 

Florida.  AIT’s Agricultural section provided TFDA with advanced notice of 

the case earlier that day.  Taiwan newspapers and TV stations carried stories 

about the case on August 30.  The reports repeated TFDA talking points, and 

noted that Taiwan restricts imports to beef from cattle under 30 months and 

that the U.S. BSE case does not pose any food safety risk to Taiwan 

consumers.  AIT’s Agricultural Affairs and APHIS offices remain in close 

communication with Taiwan authorities on this case.          

FAS Taipei Saves $1.6 Million in Shipments in Q2 2018 

The FAS Office at the American Institute in Taiwan provided support and 

assistance to exporters in order to prevent or quickly resolve shipment 

detentions caused by improperly prepared health certificates and other 

shipping documents.  During Q2 2018, FAS and APHIS worked together to 

resolve 40 shipments valued $1.6 million.  The U.S. agricultural products 

receiving assistance include poultry, beef, pork, cherries, peaches, potatos, 

citrus, plums and nectarines.   

ATO Trains Next Generation of 
Culinary Professionals 

On August 22-24, ATO Taipei and Tunghai 

University held a joint three-day training on 

U.S. food culture and food ingredients for 

Taiwan culinary professionals, including 

university and vocational high school 

culinary teachers.  The training gave ATO a 

unique opportunity to help shape the next 

generation of culinary professionals in 

Taiwan and share with them a wide range of  

U.S. ingredients.      

Control Yuan Launches Investigation into Glyphosate 

On August 27, Control Yuan members Tien Chiou-chin (former DPP legislator) and Tsai Chong-Yi launched an 

investigation on the use of glyphosate in Taiwan.  The Council of Agriculture has said it has no plans to ban 

glyphosate.  Taiwan used almost 1.5 tons of herbicides containing glyphosate in 2017.  Glyphosate MRLs are important for 

a range of U.S. products, including corn, wheat, soybeans, and oats.  In 2016, Tien Chiou-chin worked with legislator Lin 

Shu Fen to try to restrict the sale of GE soybeans for food use by lowering MRLs for glyphosate.   
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Heavy Rain in Southern Taiwan Damages Cities and Agriculture 

A tropical depression has battered Taiwan with heavy rains over the past week.  
There are seven reported casualties, and thousands of people have been 

evacuated.  Rainfall in some areas has exceeded three feet.  Almost two million 

livestock have been killed in the resulting floods, including 1.5 million chicken, 

77,000 ducks, and 9,421 pigs according to the Council of Agriculture.  COA 

estimates the total damage to agriculture will exceed $20 million.  Half of the 

estimated losses were from aquaculture, destroying almost two percent of 

Taiwan’s fishery production.  Damage to vegetable production was minimal.     

GAIN Reports – USDA/AIT Public Information 

Stone Fruit Report:  Taiwan is the third largest export market for U.S. 

peaches and nectarines and the fifth largest export market for U.S. cherries.  

Cherry imports in the first half of 2018 are up 33 percent in Taiwan compared to 

the same period last year.  Cherry imports for the full year are forecast to rise 11 

percent to 15,000 tons.  Peach and nectarine imports, in contrast, were down 24 

percent in the first half of 2018 as large harvests of local fruit drove down prices 

and hurt demand for imported peaches.   

Fun Fact: Taiwan is the largest market for U.S. peaches and 

nectarines outside NAFTA.  

Exporter Guide:   Taiwan is the seventh largest market for U.S. food and agricultural product exports. In 2017, Taiwan 

imported US$3.57 billion of food and agricultural commodities (including edible fishery products) from the United 

States.  Taiwan still offers U.S. food and agricultural suppliers opportunities for new sales. This report is a practical guide 

for U.S. food exporters interested in marketing and shipping products to Taiwan   

TFDA Looks Toward Even Stricter Food Safety Language:   On May 8, 2018, TFDA published seven draft 

amendments to food sanitation and quality standards.  Of concern, Taiwan proposed adding new, ambiguous language to 

the oversight provisions of these food safety and quality standards.  This amendment will expand the discretion that TFDA 

has in terms of determining foods to be non-compliant based on quality or other factors.  This could lead to additional 

TFDA regulatory actions based on non-transparent or subjective reasons.    

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
September 10-15: Baking seminars conducted by celebrity baker Joanne Chang (ATO Katherine) 

September 12 – 17:  USTR & USDA Visit Taiwan for Trade Policy Meetings 

September 18 – 21: Plant and Animal Health Bilateral and SPS Bilateral (APHIS and AGR) 

September 16 – Final viewing of Food Evolution in Taiwan (Tainan) (AGR Chiou-Mei) 

October 26: California Vintners wine tasting at Regent Hotel (ATO Katherine) 

November 22-24: Taiwan Fruit/Vegetable/Seafood Show in Kaohsiung (ATO Cindy) 

When a diplomat wants to talk, the first thing he thinks of is food   

John Le Carré, British author  

 


